
EARLY COLONIAL/VICTORIAN 1850-1880

Form

Single storey, often with no setback from the street
alignment.  The plan form often featured detached or
semi-detached kitchens at the rear.  Roof forms were
either pitched or hipped with simple skillion roofed
verandahs.  Variants include reverse curve iron to
verandahs.  Chimneys were prevalent.  Generally the
earliest examples are derivatives of the late colonial
Georgian style with a gradual transition to Queensland
vernacular.

Materials

Earliest examples are often of brickwork with stone
footings. External walls may be rendered and
decorated with ruled joints to simulate large blocks of
stone. Other examples have wide horizontal pine
chamferboards on stud timber frame. Floors were
generally of hoop pine tongue and groove on a timber
frame. Roof materials on earliest examples were slate,
shingle or galvanised iron, generally replaced by the
turn of the century with corrugated galvanised iron
custom orb profile. Windows were usually double
hung sash or colonial sash type with six panes of glass
to each sash. Windows and french doors sometimes
had outward opening timber shutters.

Joinery such as doors, windows, skirtings, and
architraves were generally of Australian Cedar or
sometimes pine.

Internal surfaces of walls were either of plastered
brickwork, or more commonly tongue and groove
beaded joint boarding.  Ceilings were either lathe and
plaster, or timber boarding matching the walls.

Ornament/Decoration

Many of these buildings pre-date the era of cast iron
lace.  Low set verandahs often had no balustrading
while others had simple vertical square balusters or
pickets.  Often the original detail no longer exists or
has been altered to a later form.  Columns were either
of rectangular or square section with simple capital
moulds.


